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been most improper for a bride not to sit with
bowed head.1
"That's our most inexpensive wedding. It
costs twenty yen," said the priest as the wedding
party departed. He /further explained that the
shrine has sk classes of rites. The least expensive
one is called plum. Then there is bamboo style
for thirty yen, pine class for forty yen, tortoise
class for fifty yen, the crane wedding which costs
seventy yen and the very special kotobuki> the fee
for which is a hundred yen. The cost depends
;
1The tremendous weight of a bride's headdress and
kimono is enough to give her a drooped look. It must weigh
around 30 pounds. In order to both rest and display ner
wardrobe the bride used to change her clothes several times
during the long feast and reception which followed a wedd-
ing service. She was married in white to signify death to
her father's house. Then she changed to a kimono bearing
her husband's famSy crest. He also changed at this time
to a kimono given hirn by the bride. Sometimes her second
kimono was red to symbolize her birth into her husband's
family . She also changed two or three other times during
the course of the feast. This custom is dying out. Now
most brides are married in a formal bkck kimono ornamented
with elaborate designs. The changing of kimono and the
wearing of white was an upper class custom. Now, even
at the lidabashi Daijingu wmch usually caters to an upper
class clientele, only twenty per cent of the brides are married
in white. The most interesting item of the brides outfit is
the tsttno kakusbi, or head doth, whjtah once was a long veil
but is now just a piece of white doth lined with red which
covers her hair ornaments. Tradition says she wears it to
hide her horns of jealousy.